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Riviera Gardens
Homeowners Association Newsletter December 2024

Updates from the Board of Directors

Mark your calendar for the next general meeting of the Board of Directors, which will be held on
December 19. An agenda with instructions on how to access the meeting will be distributed
electronically to all homeowners prior to the meeting. Items to be discussed will include smoking
issues affecting our community, progress on obtaining quotes for the electrical panels project, and
an opportunity to hear from Angel Beltran of Creative Landscaping who will respond to submitted
questions.

All homeowners should have received an email message on November 26 with the new monthly
assessment amounts beginning January 1, 2025. The message also includes a link to the 2025
annual budget and other disclosures, which homeowners are encouraged to review.

Roof resurfacing and repair is currently taking place within Riviera Gardens. In total, eight roofs
will be resurfaced this year.

Save the Dates! Join Your Neighbors at these Upcoming Social Events

National Popcorn Day - Sunday, January 19, 3:00 pm, Pool #3
Bring a flavored popcorn snack or treat that incorporates popcorn, and beverage of choice. Test
your memory and take a guess with our movie trivia contest.

Chinese New Year (Lunar New Year) — Saturday, February 1, 1:00 pm, Pool #3
Celebrate the “Year of the Snake” with your neighbors and bring a Chinese dish to share!

National Margarita Day - Saturday, February 22, 2:00 pm, Pool #3
Salud! After all, it’s 5:00 somewhere! Bring your favorite margarita, a Mexican food item to share,
and while away some time with friends.

Landscaping
Creative Design Landscaping began work as our new landscape company on November 1, 2024. To

help these gardeners get off to a good start, there are certain things we can do and certain areas
that are off limits and should not occur. Please continue to submit work orders through Powerstone



for your landscaping needs. This establishes one point of contact for the landscapers, enabling them
to organize their work days and crew.

On the can-do side, as stated in our Rules and Regulations,
homeowners may plant seasonal flowers immediately outside their
unit, without permission of the board or landscape committee.
However, the landscape committee or the gardener has the right to
remove such seasonal plants if neglected. Anything other than
seasonal flowers requires consideration by the committee and
approval by the board. An architectural variance form for moving a
project forward must be submitted to the management company.

On the negative side, no bushes should be removed or severely
trimmed or replaced by anyone other than our gardeners. Obviously,
small trees under ten feet tall fall into this restriction.

To properly critique the job performance of our new gardening crew the preceding information
needs to be adhered to when job evaluation time arrives.

Community Pool Improvements

Riviera Gardens’ pools are one of our greatest assets, requiring ongoing maintenance to keep them
at their best. The screeching pump at pool # 3 was recently replaced, lowering the decibel level for
homeowners all around. Currently, pool and spa #1 are being fully resurfaced, including the
installation of new tiles. The work will be completed soon, in time for our peak winter season.

For our community’s enjoyment, all four pools will be heated this season, which began in October
and will continue through the end of April.

Electrical Panels Project Update

Extracting the right information from SoCal Edison has been time-consuming and a trial of patience.
The hold-up has to do with Federal Electrical Regulatory Commission (FERC) guidelines, see
excerpt from SoCalEd below in brackets:

[FERC guidelines require utilities to implement a procedure for ensuring we are tracking where we
might release any information that might be deemed as Critical Energy Infrastructure Information
(CEIl) data. So, certain details (specific transformer size, locations, exact voltage of lines, etc) cannot
be released without the signed Nondisclosure Agreement (NDA) from us}.

So, I have signed the NDA and the good news is that each contractor isn’t required to go through
this process separately. They can use ours. We had been told the opposite by one of our prospective
contractors.

When we receive this well-protected map information, we will finally be able to get 5-6 quotes for
the electrical panel replacement work.
Jody Pettit, RGHOA President



Proposed Smoking Rule

We’ve been having many conversations around the issue of smoking at Riviera Gardens. This is an
issue that is largely invisible to people unless they are affected by it. People affected by it end up in
a neighbor-to-neighbor dispute and in some recent cases it has escalated to legal intervention. We
are increasingly concerned about it resulting in legal liability for the HOA. Owners are asking us to
help, to intervene.

As always, we want to highlight that this is not an anti-smoker endeavor. If smoke could be
confined, we would all be happy with that. We are not asking people to stop smoking; the goal is to
prevent non-smokers from inhaling smoke.

If this is of interest to you, please do come to the December 19 meeting of the HOA board. It will be
on the agenda. The proposed rule we will be discussing is in italics below. We are open to
suggestions and problem-solving ideas now and at that meeting.

Because smoking of tobacco, or any other plant or substance, is a health hazard to those who are
present in confined places and a cause of material annoyance, inconvenience, discomfort and based on
numerous complaints the Association has received, the purpose of this Rule is to prohibit the smoking
of tobacco, or any other plant or substance, in certain areas. Smoking is prohibited in all indoor areas,
including the Unit. It is also prohibited on Patios, Balconies, Walkways, Hallways, or within fifteen feet
of such areas and Units. Smoking is prohibited within the gated pool areas. Smoking is generally not
prohibited in the Common Area so long as it is not in the restricted areas above. No person may litter
smoking items and they must be properly disposed of outside of a Unit.

Electronic Billing Reminder

If you have not already done so, please take a moment to sign up to receive your monthly HOA
bill(s) electronically rather than getting a paper bill in the mail. Doing so is not only convenient, but
can help save our association valuable dollars. Go to the PowerStone website at
www.powerstonepm.com, select Homeowners and then select Enroll in paperless statements.

Free Things to do in Greater Palm Springs This Winter

Whether you are a history buff or hoping to tour homes of ‘e
yesteryear, an outdoor enthusiast in search of adventure or an *
art lover looking for creative inspiration, you'll discover many
things to do in Palm Springs that cost a cent.

Listed below are some of the free events:

1. Festival of Lights Parade in downtown Palm Springs along
Palm Canyon Drive
December 7, starting at 5:45 p.m.

2. Hiking enthusiasts will enjoy free ($5 donations suggested) interpretive hikes with the Friends of
the Desert Mountain. Embark on a morning or evening desert adventure along a variety of trail
locations, or night sky stargazing at the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa Mountains National Monument
visitor center. For a calendar of events visit Calendar — Friends of the Desert Mountains



http://www.powerstonepm.com/
https://www.desertmountains.org/calendar?view=calendar&month=12-2024

3. Sunnylands Center & Gardens in Rancho Mirage. Explore this historical site with beautiful
gardens and a visitor center.

4, Take a trip to the Salton Sea. A little over an hour’s drive to a majestic sea in the middle of a
sweeping desert.

5. Palm Springs Air Museum. Santa's Miracle on the Tarmac Snowtopia, December 20 -22, 6 p.m. to
9 p.m. A small charge which is a donation to the Air Museum.

Happy Holidays and a welcome to a New Year 2025!
Nancy Lesky, Communications and Social Committee

Neighbor Spotlight

Name: Brian Caldwell & Harry Edwards

Number of years at Riviera Gardens: 15 years

Your favorite thing about Riviera Gardens: Our
abundance of green spaces and lush gardens as well as
close proximity to downtown Palm Springs.
Something nice you’ve done for a neighbor or they’ve
done for you: On one our trips to Mexico we
discovered “almond tequila”. Despite this being
extremely hard to procure, somehow our friends did on
one of their trips and brought back for us not one but two bottles!!

Your hometown: Maple Ridge, B.C. - 40 minutes east of Vancouver

Current or past occupation: Brian - retired Safeway Management & Harry - retired school principal
Hobby/interest: Desert hobbies are different than the other home hobbies - here we enjoy biking
(the city is basically hill free), hiking, and all the happy hours.

Recent book you read: Brian - David Sedaris “Happy Go Lucky” - brilliant and funny, the master of
satire. Harry - everything from Tom Perotta, Ruth Ware and Harlan Coben.

Recent movie or series you watched: Monkey Man by the extremely talented Dev Patel who
directed, wrote the story and the screenplay, produced and starred in it.

Fun local thing to do: Live Theatre - an amazing array of choices - Palm Canyon Theatre,
Revolution Stage Company, Coachella Valley Repertory, Dezart Performs, Desert Ensemble Theatre
Favorite local restaurant(s): Where do you even start in this city!?! - but a few would be - Sammy
G’s Tuscan Grill for the Seafood Cioppino, not usually on the menu but ask for it. Also Sammy’s for
the excellent happy hour. Colony Club Restaurant poolside for two, and Tac/Quila for Mexican.

Would you like to recommend a neighbor for a Spotlight interview? Please email
meera.jain12@cloud.com with the person’s name, phone and email address.

Share the News

Our community newsletters come together with the involvement of homeowners. If you have
something of interest to the community, submissions for the February newsletter (250 words or
less) are due by January 20 to Donna Asbury at dasbury67@gmail.com. Articles may be edited to fit
the format and space limitations for any given issue.
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